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       Dear TRI Facility,  


 


EPA has received your certified TRI-MEweb submission and your facility now has the opportunity to 
review the data before it is released to the public.  


 


Your facility has an electronic Facility Data Profile (eFDP) awaiting your review in TRI-MEweb. The eFDP 
is a TRI reporter's sole opportunity to review the data they have submitted to EPA before it is released 
to the public. 


 


TRI-MEweb submitters may gain access to their eFDP by logging into their CDX account, clicking the "TRI-
MEweb" link to launch the TRI-MEweb application, and navigating to the "eFDP" tab. 


 


If you have any questions regarding this email, please contact the CDX Help Desk at the phone numbers 
listed below for further assistance. Please reference the information below when contacting the CDX 
Help Desk. 


 


---- REFERENCE INFORMATION ---- 


TRI Facility ID: $!Trifid 


Access Key: $!AccessKey 


 


---- SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS (for accessing your eFDP via TRI-MEweb) ----  


 


1. Computer with an Internet connection. 


2. A Web browser, such as Internet Explorer, Firefox, or Google Chrome. 


3. Pop-ups must be allowed for cdx.epa.gov or all pop-up blockers must be disabled. 


4. Browser security setting must be set to enable TLS 1.0. 


5. Browser must be set to allow JavaScript. 


6. Adobe Acrobat Reader version 5.05 or higher. 


 


---- CDX HELP DESK ---- 


Phone (toll-free): +1 (888) 890-1995 







Phone (toll): (970) 494-5500 


Email: helpdesk@epacdx.net  


The CDX Help Desk is available Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM Eastern Time. 


 


Access CDX Home: https://cdx.epa.gov/ 


 


**************************************************** 


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. If you are not an intended 
recipient, you should delete this message. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized, and any 
disclosure, copying, distribution or action taken or omitted in reliance on it is prohibited and may be 
unlawful. 


 


       


  







Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. date Nov 23, 2015 11:09:04 PM 


2. Trifid 73401TTLPTHIGHW 


3. AccessKey 158130 


 








November 12, 2019 
 
 


 
MEMORANDUM: 
 
SUBJECT:     Multiple-Division Response FOIA # EPA-R6-2019-009084 


 
FROM: Cheryl T. Seager, Director  


Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division (ECD)  
 
TO:                 Suzanne Andrews, Deputy Regional Counsel 
  For General Law (ORCG) 
 
Requester:     Mike Soraghan, E&E News  
 
Request: “I request the case file on the 2016 TRI-EPCRA 313 enforcement action against 


Valero's Oklahoma refinery”. 
 


  
I wish to advise you that the Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Division (ECD) has 
searched for records responsive to this FOIA request and made the findings indicated below: 
 
This request was assigned to: 
 
    Immediate Front Office 
 Air Enforcement Branch 
X Waste Enforcement Branch 
 Water Enforcement Branch  
 
 
Conclusion:  
 
ECD completed the search for this request at all known locations including, but not limited to, 
workstations, file rooms, and online (emails, shared/one drives).  The Division did locate 
responsive records which are included in the response to this FOIA request.  The identified 
records are categorized as “Unredacted Releasable.”  
 





		FROM: Cheryl T. Seager, Director

		FROM: Cheryl T. Seager, Director
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PERSONAL NOTES: 
 
Role of the preparer and of the certifying official is different 
 
How could the certifying official mistake his acceptance as the new certifying 
official from CDX as certifying the facility’s submission of reporting forms? 
 
 
 
 
 
February 17, 2017 
Notes from a review of Valero’s January response to late reporting for calendar 
year 2014. 
 
June 30, 2015 – 6:22 AM:  
EMAIL From: helpdesk@epacdx.net  
CDX Email to: kevin.lasshan@valero.com 
Request password reset to access CDX – so Valero knew of the requirement to 
report to TRI on or before July 1, 2015 for the 2014 calendar year. 
 
June 30, 2015 – 6:23 AM: 
EMAIL From: helpdesk@epacdx.net  
CDX Email to: kevin.lasshan@valero.com 
Password reset confirmation from CDX 
 
June 30, 2015 – 6:26 AM: 
EMAIL From: helpdesk@epacdx.net  
CDX Email to: kevin.lasshan@valero.com 
Accounted created with CDX. Will be notified when activated 
 
June 30, 2015 – 6:29 AM: 
EMAIL From: helpdesk@epacdx.net  
CDX Email to: kevin.lasshan@valero.com 
Accounted created with CDX. Will be notified when activated, duplicate message. 
 
June 30, 2015 – 9:26 AM: 
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EMAIL From: helpdesk@epacdx.net  
CDX Email to: kevin.lasshan@valero.com 
LexisNexis user verification attempt – not clear in the least why verification 
attempt failed 
 
June 30, 2015 – 9:27 AM: 
EMAIL From: helpdesk@epacdx.net  
CDX Email to: kevin.lasshan@valero.com 
Another message saying you have successfully created an account and will be 
notified when activated 
 
June 30, 2015 – 9:32 AM: 
EMAIL From: helpdesk@epacdx.net  
CDX Email to: kevin.lasshan@valero.com 
Your CDX role has been activated. Does this imply his role as the certifying official? 
 
June 30, 2015 – 9:32 AM: 
EMAIL From: helpdesk@epacdx.net  
CDX Email to: kevin.lasshan@valero.com 
Successfully signed document 
Successfully signed CDX submission using the CROMERR E signature process 
 
June 30, 2015 – 9:38 AM: 
EMAIL From: cherokeeserviccedesk@syssidit.com  
CDX Email to: kevin.lasshan@valero.com 
CDX Help ticket has been closed 
Note sure of the Help Desk request posed by Valero. 
 
Communication to Lyndon Turner later on June 30th. 


 
 
Appears to be confirmation he is the certifying official for 2014 calendar year. 
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EXHIBIT B BEGINS 
 
November 23, 2015 – 9:28 AM: 
EMAIL From: helpdesk@epacdx.net  
CDX Email to: kevin.lasshan@valero.com 
Action Required: Certify Reporting Form(s) in TRI-MEweb  
 
2014 Forms finally certified on November 23, 2015. 
 


 
 
Duplicate Message 
 


 
 
EXHIBIT C 
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       The TRI-MEweb submission for the facility and 
chemical(s) listed below has been prepared, certified, and sent to EPA. You have reported that your 
facility is located in the state of $StateName . 


 


Please be aware that the state of $StateName is participating in EPA's TRI Data Exchange. This certified 
submission will be electronically forwarded to $StateName, satisfying your obligation to report to both 
EPA and the state in which the facility is located ( $StateName ). 


 


You may wish to print a copy of this receipt and keep it for your records. You may also print a copy of 
your state submission by navigating to the "Review" tab in TRI-MEweb and clicking the "Prepare 
State/Tribal forms" button in the "Certified Submission Summary" table and selecting your facility 
account. Do not send this receipt to EPA. 


 


If you have any questions regarding this email, please contact the CDX Help Desk at the phone numbers 
listed below for further assistance. Please reference the information below when contacting the CDX 
Help Desk. 


 


---- REFERENCE INFORMATION ---- 


TRI Facility ID: $!FacilityIdentifier 


Facility: $!FacilitySiteName 


          $!LocationAddressText 


          $!LocalityName $!StateName, $!AddressPostalCode 


 


Chemical Name                          RY        CAS       Form      Revision      Withdrawal 


#foreach($chemicalRecord in $ChemicalRecords.iterator()) 


$!chemicalRecord 


#end 


 


Prepared By: $!PreparerEmail 


Date Transmitted for Certification: $date.format('medium',$DatePrepared). 


Certifying Official Name: $!CertifierName 


Title: $!CertifierTitle 







E-mail: $!CertifierEmail 


Date Certified and Sent to EPA and State: $date.format('medium',$CertifiedDate). 


 


---- CDX HELP DESK ---- 


Phone (toll-free): +1 (888) 890-1995 


Phone (toll): (970) 494-5500 


Email: helpdesk@epacdx.net 


The CDX Help Desk is available Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM Eastern Time. 


 


Access CDX Home: https://cdx.epa.gov/ 


       


  







Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. ChemicalRecords_1469115_0 Vanadium Compounds 2014 N770 R No No 


2. FacilitySiteName VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY 


3. ChemicalRecords_1469114_0 Toluene 2014 108883 R No No 


4. ChemicalRecords_1469105_0 Nickel Compounds 2014 N495 R No No 


5. CertifierTitle VP & General Manager 


6. SupplementalAddressText 
 


7. ChemicalRecords_1469090_0 Cresol (mixed isomers) 2014 1319773 R No No 


8. TransactionID _69e96c0a-ce51-476a-916f-300452def6c9 


9. CertifiedDate 2015-11-23 10:30:44.0 


10. ChemicalRecords_1469095_0 Ethylene 2014 74851 R No No 


11. ChemicalRecords_1469100_0 Mercury Compounds 2014 N458 R No No 


12. CertifierName Kevin Lassahn 


13. ChemicalRecords_1469116_0 Xylene (mixed isomers) 2014 1330207 R No No 


14. ChemicalRecords_1469099_0 Lead Compounds 2014 N420 R No No 


15. ChemicalRecords_1469108_0 Phenol 2014 108952 R No No 


16. ChemicalRecords_1469086_0 Benzo(g,h,i)perylene 2014 191242 R No No 


17. ChemicalRecords_1469085_0 Benzene 2014 71432 R No No 


18. ChemicalRecords_1469096_0 Hydrochloric acid (1995 and after "Aci 2014 7647010 R No No 


19. ChemicalRecords_1469097_0 Hydrogen fluoride 2014 7664393 R No No 


20. ChemicalRecords_1469109_0 Polycyclic aromatic compounds 2014 N590 R No No 


21. ChemicalRecords_1469098_0 Hydrogen Sulfide 2014 7783064 R No No 


22. ChemicalRecords_1469107_0 Phenanthrene 2014 85018 R No No 


23. SubmissionReportingYear 2014 


24. ChemicalRecords_1469106_0 Nitrate compounds 2014 N511 R No No 


25. ChemicalRecords_1469084_0 Anthracene 2014 120127 R No No 


26. PreparerEmail kevin.lassahn@valero.com 


27. ChemicalRecords_1469101_0 Methanol 2014 67561 R No No 


28. ChemicalRecords_1469112_0 Sulfuric acid - (1994 and after "Acid 2014 7664939 R No No 







29. CertifierEmail kevin.lassahn@valero.com 


30. ChemicalRecords_1469091_0 Cumene 2014 98828 R No No 


31. ChemicalRecords_1469102_0 Molybdenum trioxide 2014 1313275 R No No 


32. ChemicalRecords_1469081_0 1,2,4-Trimethylbenzene 2014 95636 R No No 


33. ChemicalRecords_1469092_0 Cyclohexane 2014 110827 R No No 


34. ChemicalRecords_1469104_0 Naphthalene 2014 91203 R No No 


35. FacilityIdentifier 73401TTLPTHIGHW 


36. ChemicalRecords_1469083_0 Ammonia 2014 7664417 R No No 


37. ChemicalRecords_1469087_0 Carbon disulfide 2014 75150 R No No 


38. ChemicalRecords_1469082_0 1,3-Butadiene 2014 106990 R No No 


39. ChemicalRecords_1469088_0 Carbonyl sulfide 2014 463581 R No No 


40. date Nov 23, 2015 10:30:48 AM 


41. LocalityName ARDMORE 


42. DatePrepared 2015-11-23 10:27:27.0 


43. AddressPostalCode 73401 


44. ChemicalRecords_1469089_0 Cobalt Compounds 2014 N096 R No No 


45. ChemicalRecords_1469113_0 Tetrachloroethylene 2014 127184 R No No 


46. ChemicalRecords_1469094_0 Ethylbenzene 2014 100414 R No No 


47. LocationAddressText ONE VALERO WAY 


48. ChemicalRecords_1469111_0 Styrene 2014 100425 R No No 


49. ChemicalRecords_1469093_0 Dioxin and Dioxin-like Compounds 2014 N150 R No No 


50. ChemicalRecords_1469110_0 Propylene 2014 115071 R No No 


51. StateName OKLAHOMA 


52. ChemicalRecords_1469103_0 n-Hexane 2014 110543 R No No 


 








       Dear $!RecipientNames, 


  


The chemical(s) listed for the facility described in the reference section near the bottom of this email are 
ready to be certified by a Certifying Official for the facility. The Certifying Official for this facility will need 
to log into EPA's Central Data Exchange (CDX) and open TRI-MEweb to certify or cancel TRI reporting 
forms for the facility. 


 


Failing to adhere to the requirements of section 313 of EPCRA and its implementing regulations could 
result in an EPA enforcement action against your facility.  Uncertified TRI forms do not satisfy these 
requirements. 


 


Below you will find instructions on what the Certifying Official will need to do to certify TRI reporting 
forms in TRI-MEweb. Additionally, use the following link to access online tutorials on how to certify a 
submission in TRI-MEweb: http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-
05/transmit_certify_cancel_tri_submissions_0.swf 


 


To begin, go to https://cdx.epa.gov/ URL. Then, proceed with the following steps. 


 


Log In to TRI-MEweb to Begin the Certification Process   


 1.Enter your credentials and click the "Log In" button.  


 2.On the "MyCDX" page, click the "TRI-MEweb" link within the "Role" column to open TRI-
MEweb in a new browser window.   


 


How to Certify Pending Submissions 


 1.Within TRI-MEweb, navigate to the "Certify" > "Pending Submissions" sub tab. 


     TRI-MEweb will present a list of pending submissions with three options for action: "Certify 
and Submit to EPA," "Cancel Certification to Allow Editing of Form," or "No Action on Form."  


 2.You also have several options to review your form(s) before submitting them to EPA: 


    a.Click the "Validation Report" PDF icon to review the TRI-MEweb Validation Summary, where 
any potential outstanding error(s) and data quality alert(s) are summarized for each chemical form. 


    b.Click the "View Submission" icon to view a copy of the Form R or A.  


    c.If you need to make a correction, go to step 1 of the "How to Make a Correction to a 
Transmitted TRI Form" section below.  







 3.Select the "Certify and Submit to EPA" radio button under the "Certify or Cancel" column 
header to indicate that you have reviewed the form(s) being submitted, and find the information 
accurate.  


 4.Click the "Next" button to navigate to the "Confirm Selected Submissions" page to view the 
legal disclaimer. 


 5.Click the "Next" button to open the e-signature widget that will verify your identity. Enter your 
CDX password, answer the secret question, and click the "Sign" button. 


     Please answer the security question carefully. If you answer incorrectly three times then CDX 
will lock your account. To unlock your account, please call the CDX Help Desk to reset your security 
questions.  


 6.A confirmation message will appear in a pop-up window, indicating that certification has been 
completed successfully.  


     Click the "OK" button on the pop-up window. You will also receive an automated email from 
CDX confirming what form(s) you certified. 


 7.The certified submission, along with its copy of record, now displays on the "Submission 
History" page. 


 


How to Correct a Form before Certifying and Submitting It  


 1.Once a form has been prepared, it is "transmitted" for certification. Once transmitted, a form 
cannot be edited until it is "canceled and returned." 


     If you need to make a correction to a form, you may do so by canceling the transmitted form 
to return it to an editable format.  


     Select the "Cancel Certification to Allow Editing of Form" radio button and click the "Next" 
button.  


     Confirm that you intend to cancel this form by keeping the cancel checkbox checked by 
default and clicking the "Next" button. 


 2.A confirmation that the form was cancelled will appear on the "Submission History" page. 


 3.Navigate to the "Welcome" tab so the Preparer or the Certifying Official is able to edit the 
submission from the TRI-MEweb application.  


 4.Validate, transmit and certify the corrected TRI form to submit it to EPA. 


 


 


---- REFERENCE INFORMATION ---- 


TRI Facility ID: $!TRI_Facility_Registry_ID 







Facility: $!FacilitySiteName 


          $!LocationAddressText 


          $!LocalityName $!StateName, $!AddressPostalCode 


 


Chemical Name                          RY        CAS       Form      Revision      Withdrawal 


#foreach($chemicalRecord in $ChemicalRecords.iterator()) 


$!chemicalRecord 


#end 


 


Prepared By: $!PreparerEmail 


 


Date the Form Became Ready for Certification: $date.format('medium',$DatePrepared) 


 


---- CDX HELP DESK ---- 


Phone (toll-free): +1 (888) 890-1995 


Phone (toll): (970) 494-5500 


Email: helpdesk@epacdx.net 


The CDX Help Desk is available Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM Eastern Time. 


 


Access CDX Home: https://cdx.epa.gov/ 


       


  







Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. ChemicalRecords Phenol 2014 000108952 R No No 


2. ChemicalRecords 1,3-Butadiene 2014 000106990 R No No 


3. ChemicalRecords Polycyclic aromatic compounds 2014 N590 R No No 


4. ChemicalRecords Mercury Compounds 2014 N458 R No No 


5. ChemicalRecords Molybdenum trioxide 2014 001313275 R No No 


6. ChemicalRecords Methanol 2014 000067561 R No No 


7. ChemicalRecords_9 Cobalt Compounds 2014 N096 R No No 


8. LocationAddressText ONE VALERO WAY 


9. ChemicalRecords_7 Carbon disulfide 2014 000075150 R No No 


10. ChemicalRecords_8 Carbonyl sulfide 2014 000463581 R No No 


11. ChemicalRecords_5 Benzene 2014 000071432 R No No 


12. ChemicalRecords_23 n-Hexane 2014 000110543 R No No 


13. ChemicalRecords_6 Benzo(g,h,i)perylene 2014 000191242 R No No 


14. ChemicalRecords_24 Naphthalene 2014 000091203 R No No 


15. ChemicalRecords_3 Ammonia 2014 007664417 R No No 


16. ChemicalRecords_25 Nickel Compounds 2014 N495 R No No 


17. ChemicalRecords_4 Anthracene 2014 000120127 R No No 


18. ChemicalRecords_26 Nitrate compounds 2014 N511 R No No 


19. ChemicalRecords_1 1,2,4-Trimethylbenzene 2014 000095636 R No No 


20. ChemicalRecords_27 Phenanthrene 2014 000085018 R No No 


21. ChemicalRecords_2 1,3-Butadiene 2014 000106990 R No No 


22. ChemicalRecords_28 Phenol 2014 000108952 R No No 


23. ChemicalRecords_29 Polycyclic aromatic compounds 2014 N590 R No No 


24. StateName OK 


25. DocumentName TRI000220151123102727KMLASSAHN 


26. ChemicalRecords_20 Mercury Compounds 2014 N458 R No No 


27. TRI_Facility_Registry_ID 73401TTLPTHIGHW 


28. ChemicalRecords_22 Molybdenum trioxide 2014 001313275 R No No 







29. ChemicalRecords_21 Methanol 2014 000067561 R No No 


30. ChemicalRecords_34 Toluene 2014 000108883 R No No 


31. ChemicalRecords_35 Vanadium Compounds 2014 N770 R No No 


32. ChemicalRecords_33 Tetrachloroethylene 2014 000127184 R No No 


33. ChemicalRecords_32 Sulfuric acid - (1994 and after "Acid 2014 007664939 R No No 


34. ChemicalRecords_31 Styrene 2014 000100425 R No No 


35. TransactionID _69e96c0a-ce51-476a-916f-300452def6c9 


36. ChemicalRecords_30 Propylene 2014 000115071 R No No 


37. PreparerName Kevin Lassahn 


38. CertifiedDate Mon Nov 23 10:27:44 EST 2015 


39. Facility_ID 814186 


40. PreparerEmail kevin.lassahn@valero.com 


41. ChemicalRecords_14 Ethylbenzene 2014 000100414 R No No 


42. ChemicalRecords_15 Ethylene 2014 000074851 R No No 


43. ChemicalRecords_12 Cyclohexane 2014 000110827 R No No 


44. ChemicalRecords_13 Dioxin and Dioxin-like Compounds 2014 N150 R No No 


45. ChemicalRecords_16 Hydrochloric acid (1995 and after "Aci 2014 007647010 R No No 


46. ChemicalRecords_18 Hydrogen Sulfide 2014 007783064 R No No 


47. LocalityName ARDMORE 


48. ChemicalRecords_19 Lead Compounds 2014 N420 R No No 


49. ChemicalRecords_17 Hydrogen fluoride 2014 007664393 R No No 


50. DatePrepared Mon Nov 23 10:26:59 EST 2015 


51. AddressPostalCode 73401 


52. ChemicalRecords_11 Cumene 2014 000098828 R No No 


53. ChemicalRecords_10 Cresol (mixed isomers) 2014 001319773 R No No 


54. RecipientNames Kevin Lassahn 


55. ChemicalRecords Ethylbenzene 2014 000100414 R No No 


56. ChemicalRecords Ethylene 2014 000074851 R No No 


57. ChemicalRecords Cyclohexane 2014 000110827 R No No 







58. ChemicalRecords Dioxin and Dioxin-like Compounds 2014 N150 R No No 


59. ChemicalRecords Xylene (mixed isomers) 2014 001330207 R No No 


60. ChemicalRecords Hydrogen Sulfide 2014 007783064 R No No 


61. ChemicalRecords Lead Compounds 2014 N420 R No No 


62. ChemicalRecords Toluene 2014 000108883 R No No 


63. ChemicalRecords Hydrochloric acid (1995 and after "Aci 2014 007647010 R No No 


64. ChemicalRecords Vanadium Compounds 2014 N770 R No No 


65. ChemicalRecords Hydrogen fluoride 2014 007664393 R No No 


66. ChemicalRecords Tetrachloroethylene 2014 000127184 R No No 


67. ChemicalRecords Sulfuric acid - (1994 and after "Acid 2014 007664939 R No No 


68. ChemicalRecords Styrene 2014 000100425 R No No 


69. ChemicalRecords Propylene 2014 000115071 R No No 


70. ChemicalRecords Cumene 2014 000098828 R No No 


71. ChemicalRecords Cresol (mixed isomers) 2014 001319773 R No No 


72. ChemicalRecords Cobalt Compounds 2014 N096 R No No 


73. ChemicalRecords Carbon disulfide 2014 000075150 R No No 


74. ChemicalRecords Naphthalene 2014 000091203 R No No 


75. FacilitySiteName VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY 


76. ChemicalRecords_36 Xylene (mixed isomers) 2014 001330207 R No No 


77. ChemicalRecords Carbonyl sulfide 2014 000463581 R No No 


78. ChemicalRecords n-Hexane 2014 000110543 R No No 


79. ChemicalRecords Benzene 2014 000071432 R No No 


80. ChemicalRecords Benzo(g,h,i)perylene 2014 000191242 R No No 


81. ChemicalRecords Nickel Compounds 2014 N495 R No No 


82. ChemicalRecords Ammonia 2014 007664417 R No No 


83. ChemicalRecords Nitrate compounds 2014 N511 R No No 


84. ChemicalRecords Anthracene 2014 000120127 R No No 


85. ChemicalRecords Phenanthrene 2014 000085018 R No No 


86. ChemicalRecords 1,2,4-Trimethylbenzene 2014 000095636 R No No 
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Overview of Pertinent Info, Regarding Valero, in the 2014 RFI (Reporting Forms & 
Instructions) 
 
73401TTLPTHIGHW 
 
Page iv, Informs reader of utilizing the Audit Policy if violations are discovered 
 
Page iv, Brief synopsis of the EPA Enforcement Response Policy deals mostly with 
revisions. 
 
Page v, in bold letters at top of column 1: TRI-MEweb RY 2014 Version 
First sentence says this software helps fulfill a facility’s obligation for EPCRA 313 and 
PPA Section 6607 
 
Furthermore: 
 


 
 
Figure 2 leaves little that the Certifying Official certifies pending forms. I find it a stretch 
to equate being approved as a certifying official as to certifying forms – see next page: 
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Figure 2 (Toxic Chemical Release Inventory Reporting Forms and Instructions, Revised 
2014 Version) 
 


 
 
Page v further clarifies: 
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The bottom of page 5 leaves little doubt, in my estimate, that being approved for 
certification is a completely different process than certifying reporting forms. These 
instructions make it clear one has to certify a Form, not simply respond to email 
messages. 
 


 
 
No documentation sent by Valero shows an access key was sent to the facility for the 
first time certifiers. 
 


 
 
Based on information supplied by Valero, all rests on Greg Elliot as having transmitted 
the reporting forms. 
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Does this then imply he was in fact the preparer for the 2014 calendar year? Since he 
was a certifying official at one time, he should know the procedure. 
 
Furthermore, Valero was alerted about when 2015 reports were due from ODEQ 
 


 
 
and that TRI classes would be provided by EPA Region 6. Not clear if Valero attended. If 
they did attend then they would know what to expect. 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








       TRI Facility ID: $!TRI_Facility_Registry_ID 


Facility: $!FacilitySiteName 


          $!LocationAddressText 


          $!LocalityName $!StateName, $!AddressPostalCode 


 


You have been identified as a Certifying Official for the above-listed facility in TRI-MEweb application, 
the Environmental Protection Agency's online application used to prepare and submit Toxics Release 
Inventory (TRI) program. Instructions on how to create a Central Data Exchange (CDX) account in CDX, 
access TRI-MEweb, set up your Electronic Signature Agreement (ESA), connect your account to one or 
more facilities, certify TRI reporting forms, and correct a form before certifying and submitting it are 
provided below.  


 


If you are new to TRI-MEweb then please review this entire email. Otherwise, please review the sections 
that apply to you.  


 


How to Create a CDX Account & Get Started with TRI-MEweb 


 


To begin, go to https://cdx.epa.gov/ . Then, proceed with the following steps. 


 


1. Click the "Register with CDX" button. 


 


2. Review the text on the "Terms & Conditions" page and click the "I Accept" radio button and click 
the "Proceed" button. 


 


3. Search for "Toxic Release Inventory Made Easy Web (TRI-MEweb)" from the "Active Program 
Services List" field and click on "Toxic Release Inventory Made Easy Web" link. 


 


4. Select "Certifying Official" from the "Select Role" dropdown menu and click the "Request Role 
Access" button. 


 


5. CDX will prompt you to provide a user name, password, email, and other contact information in 
order to create your CDX account. Then, click the "Submit Request for Access" button. 







 


6. CDX will send an email to the address you provided when registering; click the hyperlink 
provided in the email. 


 


7. After clicking on the hyperlink, enter your login name and password, and click the "Log In" 
button.  


 


8. Choose to use LexisNexis to electronically sign an Electronic Signature Agreement (ESA) form or 
print and mail a hardcopy ESA form. See the note below if the LexisNexis option is not successful or if 
you chose to submit a hardcopy ESA form. 


 


9. CDX will prompt you to select and answer 5 questions from a list of 20 available questions. CDX 
will randomly use 1 of these 5 questions to help verify your identity whenever you try to sign a form 
electronically.  


 


10. Click on the "TRI-MEweb" link on the "MyCDX" page to open TRI-MEweb in a new browser 
window. Your pop-up blocker must be disabled to open TRI-MEweb.   


 


11. If you do not see any facility account(s) on the TRI-MEweb "Welcome" page, click on 
"+Access/Add Facility" button from the option 3 "Gain access to your facility" section to enter the 6-digit 
access key that is assigned to your facility. Call the CDX Help Desk if you do not have an access key for 
your facility.  


 


12. You may now access TRI-MEweb as a certifying official for your facility. 


 


Note: To file a hardcopy Electronic Signature Agreement (ESA), print and review the ESA, sign it, and 
mail it to the TRI Data Processing Center at the address provided on the bottom of the ESA form. 
However, the hardcopy ESA must be received, processed, and approved before you will be able to 
certify any pending submissions. EPA estimates it will take a minimum of five business days to process 
and approve the paper ESA. EPA recommends using the LexisNexis ESA approval method to obtain near-
instantaneous approval of your ESA.  ESA approval is required only once by EPA and can be used for 
future reporting years. 


 


Now that you can access TRI-MEweb, you need to establish a TRIFID Signature Agreement 







 


1. While TRI-MEweb is open, navigate to the "Certify" tab. On the "Manage TRIFIDs for 
Certification" page, click the "Provide Title" button. Enter your appropriate title (i.e., president, plant 
manager, chief of operations, etc.) and click the "OK" button.  


 


2. On the same "Manage TRIFIDs for Certification" page, there is a section named "Pending 
Signature." If you see your facility TRIFID and name under the "Pending Signature" section, go to the 
next step. Repeat this step to add additional facilities (you do not need a new ESA to certify for 
additional facilities). 


� If you do not see your TRIFID listed in the "Pending Signature" section, click the "+Access/Add 
Facility" button to add a new facility account to TRI-MEweb via the "Enter Facility's Access Information" 
page. Use option 1 if you have facility contact information that was reported to EPA in prior years, or 
select option 2 to enter your six-digit access key to load your facility account. If you do not have the 
access key for your facility, call the CDX Help Desk. 


� If you selected option 2, enter the access key and click the "Next" button to navigate to the 
"Confirm Facility" page. Verify the facility information is accurate and select the "Yes, this is the correct 
facility" radio button. Click the "Next" button to navigate to the "Access Granted" page and access will 
be granted for this facility.     


� If you selected option 3 because your facility has never reported to TRI, click the "Next" button. 
Enter in the facility information on the "Request a TRIFID" page and click the "Next" button. Confirm 
that the facility information displayed is accurate on the "Confirm New TRIFID Request" page, click the 
"Next" button to confirm acknowledgement of the instructional text on the "Confirm New TRIFID 
Request" page, click the "Next" button, and access will now be granted for this facility on the "Access 
Granted" page.   


� Click the "Certify" tab to view the "Manage TRIFIDS for Certification" page.  


 


3. The "Manage TRIFIDs for Certification" page will display any unsigned TRIFID Signature 
Agreement(s) within the "Pending Signature" section. To sign the TRIFID Authorization Agreement 
document attesting that you have the authority to certify TRI submissions for this reporting facility, 
check the checkbox next to your TRIFID and click the "Sign Agreement" button on the "TRIFID 
Agreement" page. Click the "I Agree" button to open the e-signature widget to provide your digital 
signature. You will then be prompted to enter your CDX password in addition to answering one of your 
e-signature security questions. Once that information is entered, click the "Sign" button. 


 


4. The TRIFIDs for all added facility accounts that have been authorized for certification by the 
certifying official will be displayed in the "Signature Received" section at the bottom of the "Manage 
TRIFIDs for Certification" page.  


 







5. You are now ready to certify your pending forms.  


 


How to Certify Pending Submissions 


 


1. Within TRI-MEweb, navigate to the "Certify" > "Pending Submissions" sub tab. TRI-MEweb will 
present a list of pending submissions with three options for action: "Certify and Submit to EPA," "Cancel 
and Return Form to TRI-MEweb," or "No Action on Form."  


 


2. You also have several options to review your form(s) before submitting them to EPA: 


a. Click the "Validation Report" PDF icon to review the TRI-MEweb Validation Summary, where any 
potential outstanding error(s) and data quality alert(s) are summarized for each chemical form. 


b. Click the "View Submission" icon to view a copy of the Form R or A.  


c. If you need to make a correction, go to step 1 of the "How to Make a Correction to a 
Transmitted TRI Form" section below.  


 


3. Select the "Certify and Submit to EPA" radio button under the "Certify or Cancel" column header 
to indicate that you have reviewed the form(s) being submitted, and find the information accurate.  


 


4. Click the "Next" button to navigate to the "Confirm Selected Submissions" page to view the legal 
disclaimer. 


 


5. Click the "Next" button to open the e-signature widget that will verify your identity. Enter your 
CDX password, answer the secret question, and click the "Sign" button.  Please answer the security 
question carefully. If you answer incorrectly three times then CDX will lock your account. To unlock your 
account, please call the CDX Help Desk to reset your security questions.  


 


6. A confirmation message will appear in a pop-up window, indicating that certification has been 
completed successfully. Click the "OK" button on the pop-up window. You will also receive an 
automated email from CDX confirming what form(s) you certified. 


 


7. The certified submission, along with its copy of record, now displays on the "Submission History" 
page. 


 







How to Correct a Form before Certifying and Submitting It 


 


1. If you need to make a correction to a form, you may do so by canceling the transmitted form to 
return it to an editable format. Select the "Cancel Certification to Allow Editing of Form" radio button 
and click the "Next" button. Confirm that you intend to cancel this form by keeping the cancel checkbox 
checked by default and clicking the "Next" button. 


 


2. A confirmation that the form was cancelled will appear on the "Submission History" page. 


 


3. The canceled form is now accessible for editing via the "Welcome" tab.  


 


4. Once the form has been corrected, validated, and transmitted, you will be able to certify the 
corrected TRI form to submit it to EPA. 


 


If you have any questions regarding this email or forget an answer to any of the security challenge 
questions that you provided, please contact the CDX Help Desk using the contact information provided 
below.   


 


---- REFERENCE INFORMATION ---- 


TRI Facility ID: $!TRI_Facility_Registry_ID 


Facility: $!FacilitySiteName 


          $!LocationAddressText 


          $!LocalityName $!StateName, $!AddressPostalCode 


 


Prepared By: $!PreparerEmail 


Date Transmitted for Certification: $date.format('medium',$DatePrepared) 


 


---- CDX HELP DESK ---- 


Phone (toll-free): +1 (888) 890-1995 


Phone (toll): (970) 494-5500 


Email: helpdesk@epacdx.net 







The CDX Help Desk is available Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM Eastern Time. 


 


Access CDX Home: https://cdx.epa.gov/ 


_________________________________________ 


United States Environmental Protection Agency 


           Central Data Exchange 


       


  







Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. DatePrepared Mon Jun 29 20:50:44 EDT 2015 


2. AddressPostalCode 73401 


3. LocationAddressText ONE VALERO WAY 


4. FacilitySiteName VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY 


5. TRI_Facility_Registry_ID 73401TTLPTHIGHW 


6. CertifierName Kevin Lassahn 


7. PreparerEmail greg.elliott@valero.com 


8. LocalityName ARDMORE 


9. StateName OK 


 


Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. DatePrepared Mon Jun 29 20:50:44 EDT 2015 


2. AddressPostalCode 73401 


3. LocationAddressText ONE VALERO WAY 


4. FacilitySiteName VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY 


5. TRI_Facility_Registry_ID 73401TTLPTHIGHW 


6. CertifierName Kevin Lassahn 


7. PreparerEmail greg.elliott@valero.com 


8. LocalityName ARDMORE 


9. StateName OK 


 


Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. DatePrepared Tue Jun 30 09:57:33 EDT 2015 


2. AddressPostalCode 73401 


3. LocationAddressText ONE VALERO WAY 


4. FacilitySiteName VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY 







5. TRI_Facility_Registry_ID 73401TTLPTHIGHW 


6. CertifierName Lyndon Turner 


7. PreparerEmail greg.elliott@valero.com 


8. LocalityName ARDMORE 


9. StateName OK 


 








Valero PerDay Penalty Assessment 
 
 


 








Page 1 of 5 
 


Overview of Pertinent Info, Regarding Valero, in the 2014 RFI (Reporting Forms & 
Instructions) 
 
73401TTLPTHIGHW 
 
Page iv, Informs reader of utilizing the Audit Policy if violations are discovered 
 
Page iv, Brief synopsis of the EPA Enforcement Response Policy deals mostly with 
revisions. 
 
Page v, in bold letters at top of column 1: TRI-MEweb RY 2014 Version 
First sentence says this software helps fulfill a facility’s obligation for EPCRA 313 and 
PPA Section 6607 
 
Furthermore: 
 


 
 
Figure 2 leaves little that the Certifying Official certifies pending forms. I find it a stretch 
to equate being approved as a certifying official as to certifying forms – see next page: 
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Figure 2 (Toxic Chemical Release Inventory Reporting Forms and Instructions, Revised 
2014 Version) 
 


 
 
Page v further clarifies: 
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The bottom of page 5 leaves little doubt, in my estimate, that being approved for 
certification is a completely different process than certifying reporting forms. These 
instructions make it clear one has to certify a Form, not simply respond to email 
messages. 
 


 
 
No documentation sent by Valero shows an access key was sent to the facility for the 
first time certifiers. 
 


 
 
Based on information supplied by Valero, all rests on Greg Elliot as having transmitted 
the reporting forms. 
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Does this then imply he was in fact the preparer for the 2014 calendar year? Since he 
was a certifying official at one time, he should know the procedure. 
 
 
 
 
VALERO RESPONSE (FEB 2017) 
 
Exhibit A 
Email from CDX to acknowledge password reset (June 30, 2015) 6:22 AM 
Email from CDX acknowledged password has been reset (June 30, 2015) 6:23 AM 
Email from CDX have created a new account (June 30, 2015) 6:26 AM 
 Subject was: CDX Registration Status Change 
June 30, 2015 6:29 AM same message as above 
Email from CDX verification reset (June 30, 2015) 9:26 AM 
 apparently identify verifcation failed and this is a reset 
Email from CDX have successfully created a new account (June 30, 2015) 9:27 AM 
Email from CDX – role has been activated (June 30, 2015) 9:32 AM 
Email from CDX successfully signed a document CROMERR, (June 30, 2015) 9:32 AM 
Email from CDX help desk ticket closed #22464, June 30, 2015) 9:38 AM 
Email from Lassahn to Turner what? (June 30, 2015) 9:45 AM 
TRIFID Certifier Agreement Document 
 
Exhibit B 
Email from CDX to certify forms (November 23, 2015) 9:28 AM 
Email from CDX confirmation of certification (November 23, 2015) 9:31 AM 
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Why would certifying official “think” the reporting forms had been submitted and were 
ready for certification? 
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EPCRA § 313 PENALTY CALCULATIONS 101 


Mort Wakeland 
EPCRA § 313 Enforcement and TRI Program Coordinator 


Waste Compliance III Section 
Compliance Assurance & Enforcement Division 


 
August 23, 2016 


 


EPCRA § 313’s Enforcement Response Policy (ERP) is utilize to determine the 
monetary extent, i.e., penalty, of a violation of the statute (42 U.S.C. § 11023). 
 
The statue requires that a facility who comes under the jurisdiction of  
EPCRA § 313 submit reports by July 1st, on releases and waste management 
activities, for each TRI chemical, for which a threshold has been exceeded. 
 
It is a violation of 42 U.S.C. § 11023 and 40 C.F.R. Part 372 to submit reports after 
the due date of July 1st. 
 
Reporting after the July 1st due date constitutes failure to report in a timely 
manner. 
 
The violation comes in two flavors: 
 


1. Failure to timely report – more than a year late from the due date of the 
reporting form, and 


 
2. Failure to timely report – less than a year late from the due date of the 


reporting form. 
 


The gravity-based penalty for failure to timely report, more than a year late, can 
simply be derived directly from the EPCRA § 313 ERP penalty matrix which was 
provided by OECA. The penalty amount is determine by the Extent Level of the 
violation which is derived from page 9 of the ERP and is based on: 
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1. if the TRI chemical in violation had usage at the facility at greater than 
(>), or less than (<) 10 x threshold 
 
Threshold for reporting a non-PBT (persistent bioaccumulative toxin) TRI 
chemical is based on its activity or use at the facility. 
 
Manufacturing threshold is 25,000 lbs/yr 
Processing threshold is 25,000 lbs/yr 
Otherwise using threshold is 10,000 lbs/yr 
 
If the TRI chemical in violation was “processed” at the in an amount 
greater than 250,000 lbs this would place that chemical in either Extent 
Level A or B, depending on the next two criteria 
 
For usage less than 10x threshold the Extent Level would be either B or 
C, also depending on the next two criteria 


 
2. the facility had corporate sales greater than (>) or less than (<) $10MM 
3. the facility had greater than (>) or less than (<) 50 employees  


 
Once the Extent Level of the violation has been determined, the Circumstance 
Level based on the type of violation. See page 12 of the ERP. Circumstance Level 1, 
the most severe, is allocated to failure to report in a timely manner. Less severe 
violations are given lower Circumstance Levels. 
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Gravity-Based Penalty Flavor 1 (more than a year late in reporting) 
 
The gravity-based penalty is determine by the intersection of the Circumstance 
Level and Extent Level of the violation within the EPCRA § 313 Penalty Matrix. 
 
For one TRI chemical which was submitted to EPA more than a year late and 
which was determined to have an Extent Level of 1 and a Circumstance Level of 
B, the gravity based penalty would be $24,080. 
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Gravity-Based Penalty Flavor 2 (less than a year late in reporting) 
 
The gravity-based penalty for one TRI chemical which was submitted to EPA less 
than a year late must be determine using what is referred to as the “per day 
formula” which is found at the top of page 14 of the ERP. 
 
The basis of the calculation is on the number of days late the form was submitted 
to EPA and using a combination of Circumstance Levels 1 and 4. 
 
TRI reports for the 2014 calendar were due to EPA on or before July 1, 2015. 
Valero did not submit their reports until November 23, 2015. Utilizing “date 
math” in Excel it is determine that the number of days late their reports were 
submitted is 145 days. 
 


 
 
Valero reported to EPA for the 2014 calendar year they had more than 50 
employees and had gross annual sales of more than $10MM. 
 
Based on the usage of the TRI chemical, i.e. > 10x threshold, or < 10x threshold, 
this would place the gravity-based penalty calculation at either Extent Level A for 
> 10x threshold or Extent Level B for < 10x threshold 
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Again, using the ERP penalty matrix, Circumstance Levels 1 and 4 must be 
extracted for Extent Levels A and B to be appropriately utilized in the “per day 
formula” 
 


 
 
Let’s use the first chemical in Valero’s list of late reported chemicals to calculate 
the gravity-based penalty – 1,2,4-trimethylbenzene 
 
Givens 
145 days late (due July 1, 2015, reported November 23, 2015 
Usage (from Valero): 118,424,675 pounds  
Activity: processed, threshold 25,000 lbs 
10x threshold = 250,000 pounds 
118,424,675 pounds >> 250,000 pounds, therefore > 10x threshold. 
Extent Level = A (> 10x, > 50 employees, > $10MM) 
Circumstance Level 1 = $37,500 
Circumstance Level 4 = $14,170 
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Utilizing the per day formula: 
 


 
 
$14,170 + (145 – 1) x ($37,500 - $14,170) 
                                         365 
 
$14,170 + (144) ($23,330) 
                             365 
 
$14,170 + $9,204 
 
$23,374 
 
This amount is in agreement with the formula generated amount, found in the 
spreadsheet: 
 


 
 
All TRI chemicals who exceed 10x threshold, with an Extent Level of A, will have 
$23,374 as the gravity-based penalty amount. 
 
The same procedure as above would be conducted for Extent Level B. 
 
Each TRI chemical reported late constitutes a separate penalty counts. 
This constitutes 34 chemicals reported late by Valero for the 2014 calendar year. 
 
On the next page is the complete tabulation of penalty assessment for Valero. 
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Penalty_Synopsis 
 
 


 








       $!currentDate 


 


To: 


$!CONTACTNAME, 


 


 


Your form(s) were transmitted for certification in TRI-MEweb, but your form(s)have not been certified 


 


There are only $!days days left before the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) reporting deadline (11:59 pm 
on July 1).  As of $!todaysDate, our data processing center (DPC) has detected that you have TRI 
submission(s) that needs to be properly certified for all chemical form(s) that were prepared using our 
TRI-MEweb application. Your form(s) were transmitted for certification in TRI-MEweb, but your form(s) 
have not been certified (if you have certified as of $!todaysDate, ignore this email). To complete your 
TRI-MEweb submission, a certifying official for your facility must log into CDX, open TRI-MEweb, and 
digitally sign each TRI reporting form. Uncertified TRI reporting forms do not satisfy TRI reporting 
requirements. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) does not consider TRI reporting forms to 
have been submitted until they are certified, and EPA does not process forms that have been 
transmitted for certification. 


 


Below is a list of your facilities that have not reported for RY 2014 


 


#foreach($facilityRecord in $FacilityRecords.iterator()) 


$!facilityRecord 


#end 


 


Please note that new certifying officials in Reporting year (RY) 2014 must have signed and submitted an 
Electronic Signature Agreement (ESA) and a TRIFIS Signature Agreement form in order to activate the 
ability to certify and submit forms in the TRI-MEweb application. New certifying officials in may use an 
electronic process to sign and submit an ESA when they register with TRI-MEweb. Alternatively, a 
certifying official can mail a printed and signed ESA to EPA. It typically takes several business days for 
EPA to receive and process an ESA submitted on paper. In addition, a TRIFID Signature Agreement Form 
is required before access is granted to their facility account in TRI-MEweb. Both the ESA and a TRIFD 
Signature Agreement is a one-time procedure and is not required in future reporting years if Certifying 
Official continues to certify forms. 


 







If you have any questions regarding this email, please call the CDX Helpdesk at (888) 890-1995 (toll free) 
or (970) 494-5500. Operating hours during the last week of June and on July 1 are 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Eastern Time, Monday through Friday. Note: The CDX Helpdesk is closed Saturday June 27 and Sunday 
June 28.  


  


If your certifying official is still not able to certify your facility's form(s), please review the four most 
common situations listed below: 


 


1.  New Certifying officials that have already processed a new Electronic Signature Agreement (ESA) in 
2015 but have not signed TRIFID Signature Agreement.  


 


New certifying officials will need to provide their job title and their digital signature on a TRIFID 
signature agreement before access is granted to their facility account in TRI-MEweb. 


 


After the certifying official opens the TRI-MEweb "Welcome" page, under the ESA Status column 
heading, they may observe a status of "Sign TRIFID Signature Agreement". This ESA status message will 
confirm that they are experiencing this issue.  


The following instructions will help your certifying official complete this last task so they are able to 
access and certify any pending submissions in TRI-MEweb. They will not need to do this task next year if 
they continue in this role. 


 


Instructions only for new Certifying Officials in RY 2014:  


1.  Log in to your CDX user account (https://cdx.epa.gov/CDX/Login), open the TRI-MEweb application, 
and navigate to the "Certify" tab.  On the "Manage TRIFIDs for Certification" page click the "Provide 
Title" button. Enter your appropriate title (i.e., president, plant manager, chief of operation, etc.) and 
click "OK".  


2.  On the same  "Manage TRIFIDs for Certification" page, there is a section named "Pending Signature":   


If you do not see your TRIFID listed in the "Pending Signature" section, click the "Access/Add Facility" 
button to add a new facility account to TRI-MEweb. The button will open the "Enter Facility's Access 
Information" page. Use option 1 if you have facility contact information that was reported to EPA in 
prior years, or select option 2 (easier option) to enter your six-digit access key to load your facility 
account profile. If you do not have your access key for your facility, call the CDX helpdesk.  Click the 
"Next" button. Confirm that the facility information displayed is accurate, click "Next", and access will 
now be granted for this facility. Go to step 3. 


3.  Navigate back to the "Certify" tab. A new window will display the unsigned TRIFID Signature 
Agreement in the middle of page. To sign the TRIFID Authorization Agreement document attesting that 







you have the authority to certify TRI submissions for this reporting facility, click "Sign Agreement" 
button to open the e-signature widget to provide your digital signature. You will then be prompted to 
enter your CDX password in addition to answering one of your e-signature security questions. Once that 
information is entered, click the "Sign" button. 


Note: Repeat this step to add additional facilities. 


4.  The facility TRIFIDs that have been authorized for certification will be displayed in the Signature 
Received section on the bottom of the "Manage TRIFIDs for Certification" page.  


5.  You are ready to certified your pending forms under the "Certify > Pending Submissions" subtab. 


6.  Your first confirmation of a successfully submitted certified submission is an automated email from 
CDX confirming your transaction. 


 


2.  Any Certifying official that opens TRI-MEweb but doesn't see the "Certify" tab. 


 


All TRI-MEweb users with Certifying Official roles that have successfully validated a pre-existing 
Electronic Signature Agreement (ESA), have created a new CDX ESA, or have gotten EPA approval of a 
paper form ESA that was mailed and activated by the DPC, will be able to view a new "Certify" tab when 
opening the TRI-MEweb application.  


 


Instructions for Certifying Officials:  If you do not see the "Certify" tab when you log into TRI-MEweb and 
you believe a certifying official role should be assigned to you, please call the CDX Helpdesk at (888) 890-
1995 (toll free) or (970) 494-5500 for assistance in setting up your certifying official role.  


 


  


3.  New and existing Certifying Officials that have not certified a facility's TRI submissions. 


 


Your certifying official opens the TRI-MEweb Welcome page, and observes that under the "ESA Status" 
column heading a status of "Ready to Certify" is displayed. If you have a pending submission(s), a certify 
button will appear beside your TRIFID facility information on the Welcome page, click it. You may also 
navigate to the "Certify" tab to view a "Pending Tasks" table with links to any pending submission(s). 
You are ready to certify the pending submissions that have been detected by our DPC. Just click the 
"Certify" radio button for each submission that is ready to be sent to EPA and digitally sign the forms. 
Keep in mind that over 60% of all TRI submissions are processed in the last two weeks of June, which 
maximizes EPA's IT infrastructure capacity. Certifying and submitting early avoids any potential 
headaches with your submissions.  


 







If the Certifying Official has not gotten an email notification from CDX about these pending submissions, 
your registered email address for your CDX account maybe incorrect. The email address of the Certifying 
Official is displayed on the "Certify > Pending Submission" subtab.  


 


If you need to correct your email address or you get locked out because you failed to answer your 
security question during electronic signature procedure, please call the CDX Helpdesk to update your 
email address or to reset your security questions. Your first confirmation of a successfully submitted 
certified submission is an automated email from CDX confirming your transaction. 


 


4.  Inability to open TRI-MEweb application on a computer's browser. 


 


Instructions:  EPA provides a troubleshooting guide that will help you resolve any technical issues you 
may experience on your computer when opening the TRI-MEweb application, accessible at: 
http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/tri-meweb-troubleshooting-guide.  You may 
also call the CDX helpdesk for assistance. 


 


Online tutorial available: To view an online tutorial on how to prepare, transmit and certify a submission 
in TRI-MEweb, please visit: 


http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/tri-meweb-tutorials  


 


Thank you in advance for your timely TRI submissions. 


 


 


Sincerely, 


 


/s/  Shane Knipschild  


TRI-MEweb Project Manager 


Toxics Release Inventory Program 


United States Environmental Protection Agency 


 


 


       







  







Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. date Jun 13, 2015 2:32:44 PM 


2. deadlineTime 11:59:59 PM 


3. CONTACTNAME Donald Wilson 


4. FacilityRecords 73401TTLPTHIGHW VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY ONE VALE      


5. deadlineDate July 01, 2015 


6. currentDate June 13, 2015 


7. EMAILADDRESS don.wilson@valero.com 


8. deadlineDateDay July 1st 


9. todaysDate Saturday, June 13, 2015 


10. currentDateTime 06/13/2015 09:26:26 AM 


11. USERID 118537 


12. days 18 


13. deadlineDateDayYear Wednesday, July 01, 2015 


 


Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. date Jun 13, 2015 5:55:07 AM 


2. deadlineTime 11:59:59 PM 


3. CONTACTNAME Tracy Watson 


4. FacilityRecords 73401TTLPTHIGHW VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY ONE VALE      


5. deadlineDate July 01, 2015 


6. currentDate June 13, 2015 


7. EMAILADDRESS marion.watson@valero.com 


8. deadlineDateDay July 1st 


9. todaysDate Saturday, June 13, 2015 


10. currentDateTime 06/13/2015 12:28:05 AM 


11. USERID 125337 


12. days 18 







13. deadlineDateDayYear Wednesday, July 01, 2015 


 


Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. date Jun 14, 2015 10:40:28 AM 


2. deadlineTime 11:59:59 PM 


3. CONTACTNAME Marion Watson 


4. FacilityRecords 73401TTLPTHIGHW VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY ONE VALE      


5. deadlineDate July 01, 2015 


6. currentDate June 14, 2015 


7. EMAILADDRESS marion.watson@valero.com 


8. deadlineDateDay July 1st 


9. todaysDate Sunday, June 14, 2015 


10. currentDateTime 06/14/2015 09:39:03 AM 


11. USERID 103434 


12. days 17 


13. deadlineDateDayYear Wednesday, July 01, 2015 


 








       $!currentDate 


  


$!CONTACTNAME, 


 


Subject: EPCRA Section 313 Deadline Reminder: Prepare, Transmit, and Certify All TRI Forms by 
$!deadlineDate - Training on Reporting Changes 


 


The United States Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) Program 
would like to remind you that as of $!todaysDate, there are $!days days remaining to prepare, transmit, 
and certify all your TRI forms by the $!deadlineDateDay reporting deadline. EPA will consider TRI forms 
to be late if they are transmitted or certified after $!deadlineTime  Eastern Time on  
$!deadlineDateDayYear . 


 


You have received this notice because you were identified as the technical contact, preparer, and/or 
certifying official for the facility(s) listed below on its RY 2013 or RY 2012 TRI form(s). If you are no longer 
involved with TRI reporting for this facility, please reply to tridpc@epacdx.net to be removed from the 
distribution list. In your reply, please provide contact information (if available) for the person who is the 
facility's technical contact for EPCRA Section 313. 


 


Important New Information for RY 2014 and Recorded Webinar on Reporting Changes 


 


The 2014 Form R includes several changes, all of which are listed on our website. A recording of our 
training webinar on all new and modified data elements is also available at https://youtu.be/R-i-
aXeulLA/node/63303. 


 


Many of the reporting changes are designed to help you submit information on pollution prevention 
(P2) and other environmentally friendly practices. To learn how EPA uses and publicizes this information, 
visit our P2 webpage (www.epa.gov/tri/p2) or watch our new 3-minute video featuring perspectives on 
P2 reporting from industry and EPA at www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSrlff7NRfo. Our  P2 reporting 
tutorial was also recently updated to reflect the most recent reporting enhancements to TRI-MEweb.  


 


Below is a list of your facilities that have not reported for RY 2014 


 


#foreach($facilityRecord in $FacilityRecords.iterator()) 







$!facilityRecord 


#end 


 


Information about TRI-MEweb 


   


How Do I Start Using TRI-MEweb? 


Using TRI-MEweb to prepare/transmit/certify TRI forms for the first time requires the creation of two 
user roles. Specifically, a facility representative will associate themselves with TRI-MEweb as either a 
"preparer" (individual who will enter TRI data on TRI forms and transmits them to be certified) or 
"certifying official" (the legal representative of a reporting facility that certifies the data in a transmitted 
form and submit them to EPA).  Certifying official user roles may also prepare TRI forms, though most 
certifying officials exclusively certify and submit forms. You may create a new CDX user account or 
access an existing CDX user account at https://cdx.epa.gov/.  


   


What's new in TRI-MEweb? 


For details about what is new in TRI-MEweb and information on how to use TRI-MEweb to prepare and 
submit TRI reports, view this fact sheet on the TRI website. 


   


Can I send paper forms to EPA instead of using TRI-MEweb? 


As of January 21, 2014, facilities may no longer submit paper forms to EPA to meet their EPCRA Section 
313 reporting requirements (except for trade secret submissions which facilities must submit on paper 
forms)  


   


Where do I get instructions on how to use TRI-MEweb? 


Online TRI-MEweb tutorials that provide step-by-step instructions for using TRI-MEweb are available on 
the following TRI website: http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/tri-meweb-
tutorials 


 


 


Facility Access Keys 


 


If your facility profile is not found upon opening your TRI-MEweb account, you can reload your facility's 
data using the six-digit facility access key. Access keys were previously provided via an email titled  







"Reporting Year 2014 Release of TRI-MEweb - Upcoming Webinar on TRI Reporting Changes - P2 Video - 
Access Key(s) - Print and Save for Future Use" that was sent in mid-February, or you may call the CDX 
Helpdesk at 1-888-890-1995 to obtain your access key.  


 


 


Have you been appointed as a new Certifying Official for your facility in RY 2014?  


 


If you are certifying TRI forms for the first time since RY 2012, EPA strongly recommends that you begin 
reporting early to avoid any difficulties in setting up your CDX user account and gaining certification 
rights through the new electronic signature agreement requirements. If you used TRI-MEweb to certify 
TRI forms for RY 2012 or RY 2013, you will simply need to certify any forms pending submission. An 
online tutorial will also help you learn how to setup and use this new functionality as a certifying official: 


http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/tri/TutorialSWFs/registering_for_a_cdx_account_as_a_tri-
meweb_certifying_offical_v1.0.swf  


 


 


Questions 


 


We hope that TRI-MEweb will make your TRI reporting easier and more efficient. If you have questions 
about registering for CDX or accessing TRI-MEweb, please contact the CDX Help Desk using the 
information below. 


 


CDX HELP DESK  


Phone (toll-free): +1 (888) 890-1995 


Phone (toll): (970) 494-5500 


Email: helpdesk@epacdx.net 


 


The CDX Help Desk is available Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM Eastern Time. 


 


Useful Links 


 


Toxics Release Inventory Program Web site: http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program 







 


TRI-MEweb tutorials: http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/tri-meweb-tutorials 


 


RY 2014 Reporting Forms & Instructions (RFI): http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-
program/tri-reporting-forms-and-instructions 


 


Pollution Prevention and TRI information: http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-
program/pollution-prevention-p2-and-tri  


Central Data eXchange (CDX) login: https://cdx.epa.gov/ 


 


 


Sincerely, 


 


Juan Parra 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 


Toxics Release Inventory Program 


 


$!currentDateTime 


   


This e-mail and any attached files may contain CB&I (or its affiliates) confidential and privileged 
information. This information is protected by law and/or agreements between CB&I (or its affiliates) and 
either you, your employer or any contract provider with which you or your employer are associated. If 
you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and delete all copies of this 
e-mail; further, you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on 
the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. 


 


 


       


  







Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. date May 30, 2015 11:40:36 AM 


2. deadlineTime 11:59:59 PM 


3. CONTACTNAME Donald Wilson 


4. FacilityRecords 73401TTLPTHIGHW VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY ONE VALE      


5. deadlineDate July 01, 2015 


6. currentDate May 30, 2015 


7. EMAILADDRESS don.wilson@valero.com 


8. deadlineDateDay July 1st 


9. todaysDate Saturday, May 30, 2015 


10. currentDateTime 05/30/2015 10:11:55 AM 


11. USERID 57340 


12. days 32 


13. deadlineDateDayYear Wednesday, July 01, 2015 


 


Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. date May 30, 2015 1:29:47 AM 


2. deadlineTime 11:59:59 PM 


3. CONTACTNAME Tracy Watson 


4. FacilityRecords 73401TTLPTHIGHW VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY ONE VALE      


5. deadlineDate July 01, 2015 


6. currentDate May 30, 2015 


7. EMAILADDRESS marion.watson@valero.com 


8. deadlineDateDay July 1st 


9. todaysDate Saturday, May 30, 2015 


10. currentDateTime 05/30/2015 12:03:23 AM 


11. USERID 65291 


12. days 32 







13. deadlineDateDayYear Wednesday, July 01, 2015 


 


Email Contents 
Content Name Content Value 


1. date May 31, 2015 10:53:53 AM 


2. deadlineTime 11:59:59 PM 


3. CONTACTNAME Marion Watson 


4. FacilityRecords 73401TTLPTHIGHW VALERO REFINING CO -OKLAHOMA VALERO ARDMORE REFINERY ONE VALE      


5. deadlineDate July 01, 2015 


6. currentDate May 31, 2015 


7. EMAILADDRESS marion.watson@valero.com 


8. deadlineDateDay July 1st 


9. todaysDate Sunday, May 31, 2015 


10. currentDateTime 05/31/2015 09:41:11 AM 


11. USERID 39846 


12. days 31 


13. deadlineDateDayYear Wednesday, July 01, 2015 


 








Valero Reporting History Graph 
 


 








Valero locations in EPA Region 6 


 





